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AND 
UNCOMMON ADVENTURES 
DF 


AMBROSE GWINETT, 
enn KNOWN TO rus PUBLIC 
By THE LAME BEGGAR: 


Ie, for a long Time, feveþt the Way at the MEws- 
GATE, CHARING-CRoss. 


CONTAINING, 


* 


An Account of his being convicted and hanged in Chains, at 
Deal in Kent, for the ſuppoſed Murder of Mr Collins ; 
his furprizing Recovery after being executed; bis Voyages 
tothe Weſt- Indies; his being taken by the Spiniards, where 


he meets the identical Collins, whom he was ſuppoſed ta 


have murdered ; the Accident that threw Mr GwivnertrT 
into the Hands of Pirates; his extraordinary Adventures 
with them, and being re-taken by the Spaniards, and by 
them condemned to the Gallies; his being taken and made 
a Sſave of by the Algetines, and after ſuffering many Hard- 
ſhips, kis return to England. 


NEWCASTLE: Printed this year. 


F ＋**C 


* 


ac 


THE 
LIFE anD ADVENTURES 
0 F 
AMBROSE, GWINE TT. 


Was born of repntable parents in the city of Can+ 

terbury, where my father, living at the fpn of 
the blue anchor, dealt in flops. tHe had but two 
children, a daughter and myſelf, and having given 
me a good ſchool education, at the age of ſixtcen 
he bound me apprentice to Mr Geo. Roberts, an at- - 
torney in our town, with whom [ ſtaid four ere 
and three quarters, to his great content, and my owh 
ſatisfaction, 

My fitter being come to a woman's eſtate, had 
now been married ſomethiog more thau a twelve- 
month to one Sawyer, aſea-faring man, who having 
got conſiderable prizes, my father alſo giving him 
200], with my ſiſter, quirtcd his profeſſion, and ter 
up a public: houſe, within three miles of the place of 
his nativity, Which was Deal, in the county of Kent. 

I had frequent invitations to pals a (hort time 
with them; and in the autumn of rhe year 1709, 
having obtained my maſter's conſent for that put- 
pur pole, I left the city of Canter bury on foot vn 
Wedneſday morning, being the iyi day of Sep- 
tember; but, thiough iome unavoidable delays 
20 the road, the evening was conſiderably advanced 
before I reached Dea; and fo tired was 1, being 
unuſed to that wey of rravuling, that, had my lite 

| de- 


413 


depended upon it, I could not have got ſo far as my 
ſiſter's that night, ſhe living, as I have already ſaid, 
three miles beyond that place, 

At this time there were a great many of her Ma- 
jeſty Queen Anne's ſhips lying in the harbour, the 
Engliſh being then at war with the French and 
\ / Spaniards ; beſides which, I found this the day for 
holding the yearly fair; ſo that the town was filled 
to that degree, that a bed was not to be had for 
love or money. I went ſeeking a lodging from 
houſe to houſe to no purpoſe, till being quite ſpent, 
I returned-to the public houſe where. I had firſt 
made enquiry, deſiring leave to ſit by their kitchen 
fire te reſt myſelf till morning. 

The publican and his wife where I put up, bap- 
pened, unfortunately for me, to be acquainted witt 
my brother and ſiſter, and finding by my diſcourſe 


that 1 was a relation of theirs and going to vii 


them, the landlady preſently ſaid ſhe would endea 
vour to get me a bed; and going out of the kitcher 
ſic quickly after called me into a parlour that le 
ftom it. Here I ſaw, fitting by the fire-ſide, a mid. 
dle aged man iu a night-gown and cap, who wa: 
reckoning money at a table. Uncle, (ſaid the 
woman as ſoon as I entered) this is a brother of ou 
ſriend Mrs Sawyer; he cannot get a bed any where 
and is tired with his journey. You are the on!. 
one that lies in this houſe alone, will you gi 
him part of yours?“ To tbis the man anſwered 
that ſhe knew he had been out of order, that h 
had been blogded that day, and conſequently a bed 
fellow could not be agreeable; ** However, ſai: 
he, rather than the young man ſholl fit up, he i 
welcome to flecp with me.“ Aſter this we f: 
a while together, when, ater putting his money in 
canva 


in 1 0 boards.” 25 


EF} a 


canvas bag, into the pocket of his night: -gown, he 
took the caadle, and I followed him up to bed. 
How long I lept, I cannot exactly determine, but 
I conjeftured it was about three o'cl>ck in the morn- 
idg when I awaked with the cholic, attended with 
the moſt. violent gripes; I attributed this to ſome 
bacon and cabbage I had eaten that day for dinner, 
after which I Uratik a large dfaught of milk. I 
found my cham awake as well as myſelf ; he aſked 
me what was the matte: ? I informed bin, and;at 
the fame time begged he would direct me to the ne- 
ceſſaty. He told me, when I was down ſtairs I myſt 
tura-0n my right hand and go ſtreight into the gar- 
den, at the end of which it was, rob over the ſea ; 


"60 but, ” adds be, ** you may poſſibly find ſome dif- 


ficulty in opening the door, the ſtring being broke 
whi 4 pulls up the latch, I will give you a pen-knife, 
with which you may open it, through a ſmall chick 
80 OG he Put his hand into 


# 0 „ 


ſtairs ; by 1 WY obſerve to you, that Pekka 
the pen kuife, to open the doog of the. neceſſary 
according to his direction, a piece of money, which 
luck between the blade and the grove in the handle, 
fell juto my hand: I did not examine what it was, 
nor iadeed could I well fee, there being then but 
very faint moon- light, ſo I put them together care- 
leſsly into, my pocket. 

[ apprehend I ſtaid in the garden pretty near baff 
an hour (for I was extiemely ili) and by over beat - 
ing myſclf with walking the preceding day, had 
brought on the piles; a diſorder I was ſubject 10 
from 1 youth. T heſe ſeemed trifling circumſtances, 
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but aſterwards torved ont of infinite conſequence 
to me — When | returned to the chamber, I was 
furpriz-d to find my bed-fellow gone ; oP called ſe- 
veral times, but receiving no anſwer, tock it for 
granted he had withdrawn into ſome adjoining 
cloſet for his private occaſions. I therefore went 
to bed and again fell aſlee p. 


About fix o'clock I aroſe, nobody yet being vp 


in the houſe. The gentleman was not yet returned 
to bed, or if he was, had again left it. I dreſt my- 
ſelf with what halle I could, being impatient to ſce 
my ſiſter ; and the reckoning being p. id over-night 
1 let myſelf out at the ſtreet door, 

[ will not trovbl- zou with a relation of the 
kindaeis with which my ſiſter and her buſband re- 
ceived, me. We breakfaſted together, and! believe 
it might be about eleven o'clock in the forenoon, 
when !tanding at the door, my brother-in-law be- 
ing by my file, we ſaw three horſemen palloping 
towards us. Soon as they came up they opt, and 
one of them lightiag, ſuddenly ſeized me by the 
collar, crying, “ You are the King's priſoner.” I 
deſired to know my crime. He faid I ſhould know 
that as ſoon as I cawe to Deal, where I muſt imme- 
diately go with !hk#m. One of them. told my bro- 


ther, that the night before I had committed a mur- 


der and robbery. 
Reſiſtance would have proved as vain as my tears 


and proteſtations of my innocence; in à word, a 
warrant was produced, and I was carried back to 


Deal, attended by three men ; my brother, with 

another friend, accompanying us, who knew not 

what to ſay, or how to comfort me. 

Being arrived in town, | was immediately hurried 

to the houſe where I had lept the preceding . 
the 
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murdered and robbed my poor dear uncle, and all - 


where haſt thou hid bis money? and what haſt thou 


calling God to witneſs I knew nothing of what they 


C0 
the maſter of which was one of the three men that 
came to apprehend me, though in my firſt hurry 1 
did not recollet him, We were met at the door. 
by a crowd of people, every one crying, Which 
is he?“ „ Which is he?” As ſoon as J entered, 1 
was accoſted by.the publican's wife, in tears, O! 
curſed wreich, What haft thou done? Thou haſt' 


through me who put thee to lie with him! But 


done with his body? Thou ſhalt be hang'd upon & 
gallows as high as the May- pole.“ My brother beg - 
ged her to be paciſied, and 1 was taken into à pri- 
vate room, They then began to queſtion me as the 
woman had done, about where I had put tbe mo- 
ney, and bow I had difpoſed of the body. T-aiked 
them what, money, and what body they meant? 
Then they ſaid 1 had killed the perſon I had laid 

with the preceding night, for the ſake a large ſum 
I bad ſeen with bim. I fell down upon my knees, 


accuſed me, Then ſomebody cried, © Carry him 
up ſtairs,” and I ws brought imo the chamber 
where I had ſlept. Here the man of the houſe. 
went to the bed, and ivrning down thecloaths, 
ſhewed the ſheets, pillows, and bolſter dyed in 
blood. He aſked me, did [ know any thing of that? 
declared to God I did not, Says a perſon that 
was in the room, ** Young man, ſomething very 
odd muſt have happened here laſt night; for lying 
in the next chamber I heard groanings, and going 
up and down ſtairs more than once or twice. I told 
them the circumſtance of my illneſs, and that I had 
been up and down myſelf, with all that paſſed be- 
tween my bed-tellow and me, Somebody propoſed 

10 
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0 ſearch me, [ederal began to turn my packets in · 


de out, and from my waiſtcoat tumbled the pen- 
kaife and the piece of money 1 have already men- 
tioned. Upon ſceing theſe the woman immediately 
ſcreamed out, O God! there is my uncle's pen- 
Knife !“ Then taking up the money, aud calling 


the pcople about her, **Here, ſaid w is what puts 


the villaia's guilt beyond a doubt; I can ſwear to 
Ws; William and Marty's guinea ; my uncle has long 

d it 44 way of pocket piece, and engt aved the firſt 
a, his name upon it.” She then began to cry 
freſh, while I could do nothing bat continue to 


o call to heaven to witncis that I was as junocent 


as the child unborn, After this they took me down 
ito the neceſſary, and here freſh' proofs appeared a- 
gaiaſt me. The conſtable, who had never left me, 
pet ceived blood upon the edges of the ſeat, (which 
in! 'got probably proceed from my. being troubled 
uit the hemorrhage the night before) “ Here, faid 
he, aftef havitig cut the throat, he has let the body 
ob into the fea.” This every body aſſented to 
immediately. „ben, ſaid the maſter of the houſe, 
lit is ia vain to look for the body;any further ; for 
here was a ſpriag-tide laſt nicht which carried 
Cit off. » 

| The conſequence of theſe Sroocedihige: Was an im- 
mediate examiuatioa before a juſtice of peace; after 
which I ſuffered a long aud rigorous impriſonment 


my father, my maſter, and my relations, were in- 
Jelined to think me innocent, end, in compliance 
wich my carueſt requeſt, an advertiſement was pub- 
Eliſhed in the London Gazette repreſentiog my de- 
plorable ciccumſtances, and offering a reward to any 


13 who could give tidings of Mr Richard Collins 
= be 


wad 
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tia the county town of Maidſtone. For ſome time, 
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(the.n name ir the wan 1 was ſuppoſed to hive mur - 


dered) either alive or dead, No inſormation, hows. 


e ver, of any kind came to band; at the aflizes, 


therefore, 1 was brought to trial, aud circumſtances | 


appearing ſtrong againſt, me, I received ſenience, to 
be carried in a cart the Wedneſday fortnight follow- 


ing, to the town of Deal, and there to be hanged 


before the inukeeper's door where T had committed 


the murder; after which I was to be hung in chains 


withia a litile way of my brother's houſe. 
Nothing could have ſupported me under this 


dreadful condemnation, but a conſci- uſneſs of wy. 
not being guiliy of the crime for which I was 16 ſul- 
ter, My trieads vow began to conſider my declara- 
tion of 1 as perſiſting in falhood, to ibe 


per dition ot u, wan; of hem dilcontinved 
their inquitics after me-; and thuie few that, till 
came to-viſit me, only came-to urge me to conteflion ; 
dut 1 was reſolved . 4 never die With a lie ef 
that kind in wy mou | 
The Monday was gow arrived vals che fatal 
day, when an end was to be put to my miſeries. I 
was called down into the ccuft of the priſon, out T 
own. I was not a little ecke, when I found it was 
to be taken mea{u:e of for the irons in which I was 


o be hung after cxecution. A fellow priloner ap- 


peared before me in the ſlams woeful plight, (he had 


robbed the mail) and the ſmith was meatuiing him 


whea I came dawn; while the gaoler, with as 
much calmneſs as if ke had been ordering a. pair 
ot ſtays tor his daughter, was giving directions in 
what manner the irons ſhould be made, ſo as to 
ſupport the map, Who was remarkable L.cavy aud 


cor pulcnt. 
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Between thie and the day of my execullon, I ſperit 
my time alone in prayer and meditation, At length 

edneſday morning came, and about ſix o'clock L was 
but into the cart: but fure, ſuch à day of wiod, rain 
and thunder, never blew out of the heavens ; it pur · 
ſued us #ll the way; and when we arrived at Deal, it 
became ſo violent, that the ſheriff and his officers, who 
had not a dfy-flitch upon them, could ſcarce ſit their 


horſes: for ny own paft, my mind (Jod help me). 


wes with song agitation. become (% unfeeling, that I 
was in a manrer infenſible to every object about me. 
I hawever, heard th« theuviſf whiſper the execcutioner to 
make what di pateh he cold, without the leatt emo- 
tion, and ſyiffered him to tuck me np like a log of 
wond, unconſcions of what 1 was doin 

1 can give no acehunt af what I felt while 1 was 
hanging, ſomething for « tee time appeared about 
me ike a blaze of fire; nor do I knaw bow long | 
bung: ro doubt but the violenee of the weather fa- 
| yanred me greatly in that cirenmſtance, What TI am 
now going tn tell you, I tearn'd from my brother, 
. which was, that after having hung about half an hour, 
I the theriff*. officers all went off. and was cut down by 
the executioner ; but when he came to put the irons 
| upon me, it was found a miſtake had been made, and 
| that the irons of the other man, which wore wuch too 
| large for me, had been ſent inſtead of mine. This they 
remedied as well as they could, by {inffing rags be- 
F tween my body andthe hoops that ſurronnded it; after 
which I was taken, according to. my featenee, to the 


| place appointed, and hung upon a gibbet which was 


ready prepared. 
i} The cloth over my face being but Night! y tied, and 


WW: -ſuffering no prefſure from the irons , which ſtood a 


5 great way from it, was, I ſuppoſe, foop diſpatched 
by the wind, which was ſtill rather violent, and pro- 
1 bably its blowing on my bare face exped;ted my reco- 

| | very ; 


very; certain it is, that in this cremendous ſituation 1 
came to myſelf. [i $2.5: 


It was, no doubt, a yery great blefing, thet I did 
not immedintely rerurn fo perfectly ta niy ſenſes at to 


have a feeling of things about me; yet 1 had a fort"of 
recolietion of Hat had happened; ang, in ſome mes · 
ſure, was ſenſible Where l was. ö 

The gibbet was placed at one corner of 4 ſiriall 


common-field, where my fiſter's eows ufuaſly ran: 
add it pleaſed God, that about this time a lad who 
took care of th:m, came to drive them home for even- 


ing milking. The creatures, which were feeding al» 
moſt under me, brought him near the gibbet; when, 


ſapping to oK on the melaticholy ſpecta ele, be per- 


c:ived che cloth from off my face; and in the very mo- 
ment he looked up, ſaw me open my eyes and move my 
under jaw. 
people at his maſter's, At firſt they made ſome diffi» 
culty to believe his ſtory; at length, bowever, my 
brother came ou“, and, by chis 1iwe he got to the Held, 

was ſo much alive, that my groans were very audible, 


It was now duſk, The firſt thing they ran for was: 
One of my brother's men mounted, - and: 


a ladder, 
putting his hand to my Romach, felt my heart beating 
very ſtrongly But it was found impoſſible to "—_— 
me from the gihbet, with cutting it down, A ſaw, 
therefore, was got for that purpoſe; aud, without 
giving yon a detail of trifling. circumlances, in leſs. 
than half an hour, having freed me from my irons, 
they got me blooded, and put into a warm bed 1 in ot 
brother's bouſe. 


It is an amazing thicg, thar, ahi upwards of 


eight perſons were 1: utrulled with this tranſaction. and 


remained three days in the place after it happened, 
not a creature betraved the ſecret, Early next morn- 
Ing it was known that the gibbit was cut down, and 
it immediately occurred to every bady, that it was 

| done 
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done — my relations, in order to put a fight veil over 
their own, ſhame, by burying. the body: But when 
my brother was ſummoned to the mayor's bouſe, in 
order to be queſtioned, and he denied knowing, any 
hing of the Malter, little more flif was made about 
it; partly becauſe he was greatly reſpeRed by all the 
neighbouring gentlemen, and in ſome meaſure, per- 
| haps, becauſe it was known that I contiaved to perſiſt 


' firongly in my en innocent of the fad for which 1 


ſullered. 3 
Thus, then, was 1 3 miraculouſly delivered from 
an ignominious death, if I may call my coming to life 


to diſpoſe of my lite, now I had regained it? To ſlay 
ia, England was, impoſhble, without expoſing myſeif 
| again to the terrors of the law, 1n,,this dilemma, a 
| forrunate circumſtance occurred. I here had lain fer 
ſome time, at my brother's | houſe, one or two of the 


| principal otficers of a privateer that was preparing for 
| a, cruiſe, and jull then ready to fail, The Captain 


kindly offered; to take me aboard » ith; him. — You may 
| guels, little difficulty was made on our fide to accept 
| of ſuch. a propoſal; and proper, neceſſaries being 
| quickly provided for me, my filter recommended me to 


ſiſtaut to bis le ward. 

„We had been fix months out upon our cruize, 
heving had but very indifferent ſuccels, when, being 
upon the coaſt of Florida, then in the hands of the 


| Spaniards,, we unfortunately fell in with a ſquadron 
ol their meu of war; and being. coul. quent)y, taken 


into the harbour of Hayannan. I was really now al. 
moſt weary of my life, and thould have been very glad 
to have ended it in the loathſome dungecn; where, 
with forty others of niy unforivaate country wen, the 
enemy 


4 without ftriking a liroke, we were all broug be priſogers 
| 
| 
| 


a delivery, aſter all 1 had endured : but, how was I 


' the protetion of God and the worthy commander, 
who moſt hutanely received me as a fort of under al- 
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1 
enemy had «ſtowed me: but, after three years cloſe 
confinement, we were Jet out in order to be put on 
board tranſports, to be conveyed to Pennſylvania, and 
This, as you may believe, 


was A diſagreeable ſentence to me, taking it for 


granted, that a return home would be a return to the 


gallows: being now, a tolerable maſter of the Spaniſh 


language, I. folicited very ſtrongly to be left behind; 


which favour I obtained, by means of the maſter of the 
priſon, with whom, during my confinement, I had 
contracted a fort of intimacy; and he not only took 
me'into his houſe, as ſoon as my countrymen were 
gone, but, in a ſhort time, procured me A N from 


the Governor, for being his deputy. 


articular time, the office was by no 
The coaſt had been long infeſted 


Indeed, at this 
means agreeable. 


with pirates, the maſt deſperate gang of villains that 


can be imagined : and there was ſcarce a month paſſed 


rhat onè or other of their veſſels did not fail into the 


Governor's hands, and the ere w as N were put 
under my care, it 


key wreſted from me: another time 1 was ſhot at. "Tis 
true, in both caſes the perſons ſuffered for their at- 


tempt, and, in the laſt, I thosght a little too cruelly ; 


for the fellow who let off the carabine, was not only 
put to the torture, to confeſs his accomplices; but af- 
terwards broke upon the wheel, where he was left to 
expire, the moſt ſhocking ſpeRacle I ever behe!d with 
my eyes. 

[ had been in my office about three months when a 
ſkip arrived from Port Royal, another Spa giſh ſettle. 
ment on the coaſt, with nine Engliſh priſoners on board. 
I was ſtanding in the ſtreet as they were coming vp 
from the port with a guard of ſoldiers tothe Covern- 
or's houſe. I thought ſomethipg druck me in the face 
of one of the priſoners, that 1 had before been ge- 
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" quainted wk. could nat flop them for us 5 ſpeak 


together: however, in. about ap bour after, they were 


all brought down to priſon, there to be lodged till the 


Governor fignified bis further plcaſure. 
As ſoon as the poor creatures found I was an Ede. 


we 7 ſbavan, they were extremely bappy, even in their dil. 


treſſed ſituation, though.indeed they were tieated with 
lenity enough, and only ſent to the priſon till a lodging 
\ could be provided for them, they having been, in the 
chte of the war, made priſoners as well, as myſelf, 
aug then on their return home, I now had an oppor- 
_tunity of taking notice of the man wheſe face 1 thoug t 
'1 knew, and I was more and more confirmed that I was 
not miſtaken. In a,word, I verily thought that this 
man was ihe perſon. for. whoſe ſuppoled niurder I had 
: ſuffered ſo much in England; and the thought was ſo 
ſtrong in my head, that 1 cauld not ſleep a wink all night. 

Ia the morning after their arrival, I told them, that 
if any of them bad a mind to walk about the town, { 
would procure tbem permiſſion, , and go along with | 
them. This man ſaid he would go, and it, was what! 
wiſhed. Three other Prizoners, 1 went out along 
with us, walked a little in advance, I now took the 
opportunity, and looking in his face, Sir, ſaid J, 
was you ever at Deal: [ believe he, at that inſtant, 
had ſome recollection of me; ; for, putting his hand up- 

on wy ſhoulder, tears burſt into his eyes, Sir, ſay: 

I, if you were, and are the man | take you for, you 
here ſee before you one of the moll unfortunate of hu- 
_ mankind; Sir, is your name Collins?” He anſwered 
it 8 Richard Collins !“ ſaid I. He replied 
% Yes.” Then, faid 1, I was hanged and Zibbited 
upon your account in England ! 4 

After our mutual ſurpriſe was over, he made me 
give bim a circumſtantial detail of every thing that 
happened to me.in England, from the moment we 
parted. - 1 never ſaw any man exprefs ſuch concern as 

ES he 


plied 
bited 


e me 
that 
t we 
ro as 


he 


he did, while 1 was purſuing m y melancholy adventures; 
but when I came to the circumſtances of being hinged, 


and afterwards bung in chains, I could hardiy prevail 


vpon him to believe my relation, till backed by the 
moſt ferious alſervations, pronounced in the molt fo- 
lemn manner, . When I had done: Well,” ſaid he, 
young wan, {for I was then but in my twenty-fiſth 
year; Mr Collins might be about forty three] if you 
have ſuſtained misfortunes upon wy account, do not 
imagine (tho' I cannot lay them at your door) that 1 
have been without my ſufferings. God knows my 
heart, I am moſt exceedingly ſorry for the ipjullice 
that has been done you; but the ways of Providence 
are unſearchabie,” He then proceeded to inform me 


by what accident all wy troubles had been brought 


abour. bs 


++ When you left me in bed, ſaid he, having at firſt 
awaked with an oppreſſion I covld not account for, | 
ſound myſelf grow exceedingly ſick and weak; 1 did 
not know what was the matter; I groan'd and Ggh'd, 
and thought myſelf going to die; when, accidentally, 
putting my hand to my left arm, in which I had been 
blooded the morning before, 1 found my ſhirt wet, and 
in ſhort, that the bandage having flipped, the orifice 
was again opened, and a great flux of blood iſſued. 


This immediately accounted for the condition 1 found. 


myſelf in, I thought, however, I would not diſturb 
the family, which I knew had gone to bed very late. 
1, therefore, muſtered all my ſtrength, and got up with 
my night gown looſe about me, to go to a neighbours 
ing barber who had bled me, in order to have the 
blood ſtopt and the bandage placed. He lived directly 


oppoſite to our houſe ; but when I was crefſiog the way. 


in order to knock at his door, a band of men, armed 
with cutlaſſes and bangers, came down the town, and 
ſeizing me, hurried me towards the beach. I begged 
and prayed ; but they ſoon ſilenced wy cries, 
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1 took them for a preſs-gan „though I afterwards 
found they were a gang of 4 0 belonging to a pri- 
vateer, aboard of Which they immediately took me. 


However, before I got thither, the loſs of blobd . 


ſioned me to faint away. The ſurgeon of the ſhip, I 


ſuppoſe, tied up my arm; for when, my ſenſes returned, 
1 found myſelf in a hamwock, with ſomebndy feclivg 
my pulſe. 
enough. 


I aſked where I was ?. They ſaid I was ſaſe 
I immediately called for my night-gown x it 
was brought me; but of a very conſiderable ſam of 


money that was in the pocket of it I could get no ac- 
count. 


1 complained to the Captain of the violence 
that had been done me, and of the robbery bis men 


had committed; but, beiog a brutiſh feilaw, he laughed 
at my grief, and told me, if Lhad loſt any thing. I 
ſhouſd ſoon have prize · money enough to make me a- 


mends. b 
was obliged to ſubinit; and, for three months, they 


In.a word, not being able to help myſel!, I 


forced me to work before Ke maſt. In the.end, how- 


| ever, we met with the ſame fate that you. did. We 


were taken by the Spaniards ; and by adventures paral- 
Jet to your own, you now ſee me here, on my return 
to our native country, whither, if you will accompany 
me, I ſhall think myſelf extremely happy.” _ 

 Fhere was nothing now to prevent my goingto Eng- 
land; and a (hip being to fail for Europe in eight or 
ten days, in it Me Collins and I determined to embark. 
As ſyon a; we returned bome, I went to my. maſter, 


and told him my reſolution; he did not. diſſuade me | 


from i it, chiefly, I ſappofe, becauſe it gave lum an op- 
portunity of getting the little office 1 held for a n2phew 
of his, who was lately come to live with him, to whom, 
ide very ſame day, I delivered vp my. traſt. And bgre 
the Providence of God was no. leſs rematkable to, me 
an in other particulars of my life; tor the.very fame 


ht. eight or ten pirates, who. w. ere in the..prifon, | 
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ing up the wards, to ſeize him, taking the' keys from 
him, after having left him for dea; and, before the 
alarm was ſufficiently. given, five of them, made their 
eſcape, having, as it was ſuppoſed, got off the coall by 
means of piratical.boats, which kept continually hover 
ing about, e 9 
Fe was the 18th day of November, 1712, that, 
having made all my little preparations, I {ent my- 
trunk aboard the Noſtea Senora, 4 merchant ſhip, 
bound for Cadiz, Michael Deronza Maſter, The: 
veſſel was to fail that evening, and lay in the road, 
three miles from the towht About feven o'clcck in 
the evening, I being then fitting with Signior Gaſper, 
my old friend and maſter, in the portico to his bouſe, 
a lad came up, and ſaid the boat had been waiting 
half an baut for meat the port, agd that my cempa- 
nion, Me Collins, was already on board. ran to the 
houſe for a {mall bundle, and only ſtayiog to take leave 
of one or two, of the family, made what halle I could 
to che quay; and hen I arrived, I found the boat 
had alreadyput off, leaving word, that I ſhould over- 
take them at a little bay, beyond the town, The def 
was coming on. I ran along the ſhore, and, as I: 
imagined, ſoon had a fight of the boat, to which [ 
hallowed as loud as I was able; they anſwered, and 
immediately put about to take me in: but we had 
ſcarce got fifty. yards from land, when, on looking : 
about for my friend Mr Collins, I miſſed him; and 
then it I found I had. made a miſtake, and, inſtead 
of getting o board. my- own boat, which I now faw 
a-head, IHed got into a boat belonging to ſome of 
the pirates. I atteapted* to leap overboard, and 
!hould eaſily have ſwam aſhore; but I was prevented 
by one of the crew, who gave me a ftroke on the. 
head, which immediately laid me ſenſeleſs; and 1 
found afterwards they miſtook me for one of their own 
men, bod they had ſent to purchaſe: fomething in 
the town, 3 K 


A 
[/ 


( 
A more iafernal crew than theſe pirates breathed 
not upan the face of the earth, Their whole lives 
Were a ſcene of rapine and murder, which, when they 
had not an opportuni'y of committing upon wretches 
that feli into their clurches, during their piratical pur- 
{uits, they committed upon one 2nother. During the 
time that I remained with them, which was upwards 
of three y-ars and three quarters, there was no lets. 
than eleven aſſaſſinations among themleives, There 
Was an uninhabited iſfand, about. twelve leagues welt 
| of the gulph of Mexico, which thole villians called 
Sa lob iſland, from the grzat number. of. thoſe birds. 
which harboured upon it. Here they iad a fortihca- 
tion; and the place being rendered almoſt inacceſſible 
by rocks, except at one little inlet, juſt large enough 
to admit a {ſogle veſſel, they defied the Spaniſh dowere 
Their Capfain was one Bryan Walſh, an Iviſhwan, 
whom I cannot help calling a, molt execrable and: 
bloody vil ain, though God Almighty pot is into his 
| Heart to be a very. good friend to me. When I was 
* rought i into the ſhip, and, immediately after-into the. 
raptatn's cabin, the firſt perſon that accoſted me was 
ene of the fellows that had broke out of priſon, and 
| had former'y been under my care. He koew me di- 
rectly; aud without aby more ado, drawing out his 
= hanger, aimed a ſtroke at me, which falling upon my 
ve ck, entered deep into the fleſh, and mult infallibly 
. | | have put an end to my life, had not the captain pre- 
& 7 vented it, by railing his cane between him and me, 
| i which broke the force of the blow. From this mo- 
bu | ment he leemed to take me under his. protection. At 
l | his own request, I gave him a hiſtory of my life, which 
N A him greatly! but rotwithſtanding [ pleaded. 
' hard to be ſet o ſhore again, he abſolutely refuſed ; 
and, in ſpite of al] my entreatics to the gontrary, 
brought me to the iſland and fortifcation I have al- 
(ready mentioned, #bere, Againg: 1 could read and 
| os ; | ” Fe, 


FF 


write, two qualifications, be wanted himſelf, he thovp zht 
I might be of uſe to him. | 

L have already ſaid, that with theſe people, I re- 
mained upwards of three. years; on land 1 ated as 
ſtore-kecper; and at a, as a ſort of purſer, to the 
hip. I is to be obſerved, that there was always a 
ſobicient number of hands left on the Iſland to-man the 
fort, which was ſo ſitunted as effeftually. to prevent 
the approack-of an enemy. Indeed the office of Rore- 
keeper was a place of great truſt. You-would hardly 
credit me; was I to attempt to tell you the immenſe: 
riches thoſe robbers. had amaſſed together. Oae arti- 
cle alone, will be ſufficiear-to give you an idea of. ir, 
Under one ſhed, I myſelf reckoned three thouſand: 
tight hundred bales of Eng liſn goods ; and I my ſafely 
declare, that in otber merchaudize of almoſt every 
ind, they ſell nothing behind; and vpoh an average 
there could not be lefs in their coflers than two hund- 
red thouſand pounds ſterling, in prog beſides a great 
quantity o geld in bars. 

The continual terror that was on my mind while E 
remained with theſe people, is not to be imagined : 
but, to give. you a detail of our manner of lite.” while 
Jendured this worſt of bondage, would be tedious, be- 
caufe it had no variety, and thocking to boot, as L was: 
forced to enter into all their horrid ſchemes. IL. sha! 
only tell you, that, in one of our cruizes, having met 
with a Jamaica fhip, we hoifted out ourftack colours, 
and having brarded her, becauſe ſhe made ſome reſiſ- 
tance, and killed one of onr men, the captain order- 
ed that the whole crew ſhou!d be maſſacred; Which 
wicked command was executed upon the maſter, five, 
ſeamen, and a. boy, in a manner, before the cruel 
monſters: eyes; then taking the cargo out, which 
proved to be rum and ſugar, we icuttled the ſhip, 
and returned to our fortification, 


Bur, 


Bat, to ſee how the avenger of wi teen deeds makes 


rum, which was of a kind not many degrees ſhort of 
aquafortis, was drunk by the men with ſuch a fury. 
that in little more than three Gays, not a drop of it 
was left; and of our compliment of eighteen men, 
ſe ven abſolutely loſt Few lives by it, among which was. 
the Captain. 


man, becauſe he always appeared perticutarly attached 
to me: when, therefore, I taw him lis ſenſeleſs on the 
floor, overgorged with this infernal liquor, I did every. 
ihing I.cout3-to recoyer him, and ſo far fycceeded as 


ſwaged by ne lenitives, that as in my power La#pro- 


baut four hours before he died, he called to me, in 
preſence of the men, who flood abeut bim in the 
cabin, aud deſiging me to fit donn with pen and ink. 
to draw his will, he left me ſole heir to his ſhare of 
the booty, bgning the paper wür his mark; which 
paper, through a ſeries of unheard, of . 1. 
have preferye in my cuſtody ever lince. 
; We buried the taptain the next day; and on in- 
| . and partition of the treaſure, I found myſelf 
Worth conſiderably more than zorty thouſand pounds 
ſterling. Phe perſons now remaining of our company 
were, Joſeph Wright, Andrew Van Hooten, a Dutch» 
man, James Wiater, and myſelf, the four principale, 
befides four common. men, to whom we aſſigned five 
thouſand pounds a piece, which we gave to each ef 
them in dollars: nor did 1 obſerve any diſcontent 
among them on ag eobnt of the bequeſt the captain had 
mede to me. £8 No 


Al! 


the fruit of our crimes our punilhment, this cargo of 


cannot but confeſs TI had- lone attachment to this 


to bring him to his fenſes; but the quantity he had 
drunk had inflamed his bowels to a degree lo be aſ- 


cure him.” He was ſeized with intermiting oαν 
tions, which, the next day; carried him off; but a 


— ———— 


kes AiFmy theughts were immediately bent on getting” 


of: (F#'the Ifland to ſome of the Engliſh ſettlements. \ 1 
t of plainly perceived, that my- companions wanted to be- 
arys.. again at their old practices: butyone day talking upon 
f it the jubje of another eruize, Irepreſented to them the: 
1en, danger and uncomliortable ſituation we were all in; that. 
was we had each of us 2 very ample fortune to ſypport us 
| in any part of the world; it was, therefore, my advice, 
this, that we ſhould immediately put our treaſure on board, 
hed | with as much of ibe merchandize as we could conveni- 
the ently carry off, and make the beit of our way to Jamaica, 
very. where there wis uo doubt but we thould be well received. 
d as They agreed to the propofal with more alacrity than 
had I thought they would. — We fel immediately to work, 
e aſ- and in two days were prepared to ſail. Put though we 
pro- put a conſiderable quantity of bale goods on board, the: 
wul- quantity fixil in the ware houſe was afltonifhing. I.warned 
ut a- the fellow of-their rapacity, and the danger of deeply 
e, in loading the ſhip, but they would not give over till (Ee 
1 the could hold no more; and then the treajure, pecked in 
ink. cheſts; each man's ſhare. ſeparate to. bimſe f we put in 
re of the cabin. | | | 
hich | We weighed/anchor the 3d of Auguſt, and for three- 
es, 1. days we had excellent weather; but the fourth a form 
|| began to threaten, and the ſymptoms ſtil] enereaſing, 
n in- | by midnight ſuch a war was raiſed between heaven and 
ayfelf |} earth, as to that honr, I never was witneſs of. About 
»unvds three o'clock in the morning we were. obliged to bre. 
ipany ff the ſhip too nader her bare poles, and. ine fea ran fo 
utch- ff execeding high that we could keep no lights on board, 
pale, though the night was fo dark that we could ſcaree ſee 
d five one another at a quarter of a yard. diſtance; the wind 
cb ef ſtill increaſing, we ſprung the main - maſt about fix feet 
öntent from the deck, that nothing, could fave it. We now 
n had began 10 feel the conſequence of too deeply lading the 
Be veſſel. The firſtibings we threw overboard were our 
All gung, and as out caſe became more and more deſperate, - 
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every thing tollawed them not excepting our che 
of treaſufe. Thus, I was once more feduced to my 


original ſtate of poverty. As daylight appeared 


the ttorm abated. We then, as well 4s we were 
able, etected jury-malls; and, in about four hours 


managed, with the preatc!t difficulty, to get the 


veſlel again under fail. 

I was now ſtanding behind the man at the wheel, 
leaving 1gaintt w_ mizen maſt, returning God thanks 
in my own mind for Gur amazing 8 when the 
boatſwain came op to me, and (ald, Damme, ma- 

ter Gwineti, you have broughi us all into a pretty 
hole here; if it bad not been for you. we thould not 
taken this trip, and loſt the ſubltance we have been 
working for ſo miny years ; but you lep too, Laſſure 
vou.“ { aſked him What he mcunt ? he {aid he would 
Jet me ſee; upon which he and two or three others 
of them that came behind him, ſeizing me by the 
na pe ot the neck}, and the wailt hand of the breech - 
forced me over the raijs of the quarter deck, and 
dropt me into the £1, 

The ſhock of the fall, and the amaze f was in 


from fo un expected an accident, almoſt bercaved me 


of my ſen ſes: I enijervorred, however, to keep my 


1 


felf above water as well as I could, th vough L bad no 


Hanner of hopes en my life. Myt firſt attempt 
was to ſwim. after the fh but finding that imprac- 
ticable, I turned about, , Ht believe might have 
ſwam about three n s of an hour, when being 
very faint and weak, I began to put u p my laſt prayer 
to God, and commit my{:! if tothe decp, but at that 
inſtant, turniag my head a little aſide, I ſaw; at a 
ſmali diſtance from me, what at firſt I took for a 
barrel; but good Lord! What Was my joy and aſto 
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niſament, when coming nearer it, I perceived it to- 


— 
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be one of our own boats, which had been waſhed o- 
verboard the night before: and to compleat my joy 
the oars were laſhed to the ſeat. Almolt ſpent às J 
was, I made a ſhift to get into it; and here I ſaw 
myſelf freed in a mijaculous manner, from the fury of 
the waves; but at the ſame time | found myſelt in au 
open boat, at leaſt ſixty leagues from any land, with: 
aut a compaſs or any kind, of nouriſhment whatf =. 
ever, unleſs | might count ſuch ſome tobacco I had: 
in a box in one of my waiſlcoat pockets, and I be- 
„it afforded a nouriſhmenr, 
that, in a great meaſure, helped to preſerve me. 
Ik was a very great bleſſing for, me, that moderate 
weather followed the Nag by which means L 
was enabled ro keep the .boat tolerably ſteady. I 
could not be leſs than thirty bours in this ſituation, 


I when, E was taken up. by a Spanith carrack; but I 


hardly, reckon that among fortunate accidents ; for, 
the ſame day that I entered the Hip, one of re 
men, while I was aſleep, hanged up my Cluaths a- 
mong the ſhronds to dry, in doing it, emptiedmy 
pockets, and finding. ſeveral papers relative ro the 
pirates“ affairs, as ſeon as they airived in Port Royal, 
whither they were bound, thay | {eized me as one of 
that deſperate gang. I muſt obſerve to you, that. 
when I firſt was taken into the ſhip, I gave a falſe 
account of myſelf ; which caution was my ruin: for 
now confeſſing the truth, and telling them I had 
been forced into the pirate's ſervice, with all that, 
had happened to me among them, my pan ications * 
made them ſulpect my veracuy, and I was kept two 
fears in priſon 5; when, by what means I k now not, 

| ſome 
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giers and bis Br itannic Majelly's agent. In the year 


thiak of no way of get! dog my living but by beg⸗ 


ſome of the wretches, with whom left ove 1629 F: 
having been taken as pirates UPI the Spaniſh confs 
in Eucope, an order came to ing me over to Ca 
diz in old Spain in order to be an evide zace, When 
came there, { was agara confined for many months; 
but at Jengri, WER ine pirates were brought to 
their trial, inſtead of being made ule of as an evi- 
geace, It 1 nyfelf treated as 2 deliudueht. and 
with two others condemned to the gallies for life, 
[ wrought oa- board them for ſome years, when 
the galley | belonged to was ordered to fea, againll 
an Algerine rover that infelted 1he coal ; but, in: 
ſtead of one, we met with three of them. The il. 
ſae of the engagement was fatal cons, The greatel 
part of the 0 cw were killed. aud the refi taken 
1 amongtt which laſt I was one, Having 
lalt the leg which oo ſee me want, ia the action. 
Ager this, I paſſed 2 long and painful Havery | in 
Algiers, till, with many other Englifh caplives, 
Was releaſed; by agreement! between the Dey of Al- 


4739, I retorned to Englagd. The firſt thing I did 
Was to cnguire after my relations; but all thoſe 
neareft to me were dead, and I found Mr Collins 
had never returned home ; fo l ſuppoſed he died in 
his paſſige, Though not au old man, I was fo en- 
feebled by hardſhips, that I was unable to work: 
and being without 33 y manner of. ſupport, 1 could 
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